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HORWICH 

Upban  District  Council. 


EDiCAL  OFFICE 


L REPORT 


For  the  Tear  ended  December  31st,  1895. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  Health  of 
the  District  during  the  year  1895. 

Births. — 581  were  registered  (331  boys  and  250  girls),  equal  to  a 
birth  rate  of  40-06  per  1,000  per  annum,  against  a rate  of  38*2 
per  1,000  per  annum  for  the  year  1894. 

Deaths. — 272  were  registered  (153  males  and  119  females),  a death 
rate  of  18*7,  which  in  1894  was  12*02  per  1,000  per  annum.  These 
rates  are  calculated  on  an  estimated  pop ulation  of  14,500.  The  deaths 
were  increased  by  100  and  the  births  increased  by  34.  The  natural 
increase  to  the  population  was  309.  During  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  60  deaths  occurred ; second  quarter  68  ; third  quarter  64  ; fourth 
quarter  80.  In  1894,  the  numbers  were — 57,  43,  38,  and  34.  The 
highest  mortality  was  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  age 
mortality  was  as  follows  : Under  one  year,  103  ; one  year  and  under 
five,  57  ; five  and  under  fifteen  year,  23  ; fifteen  and  under  twenty- 
five,  1 8 ; twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five,  50  ; sixty -five  and  upwards, 
21.  The  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  amounted  to  160, 
an  increase  of  64  on  the  previous  year.  The  rate  of  deaths  amongst 
infants  under  one  year  old  to  every  1,000  births  was  177,  as  compared 
with  133  in  1894. 

Zymotic  Death  Bate. — Scarlet  fever  caused  20  deaths,  membrane- 
ous croup  4,  diphtheria  1,  typhoid  fever  10,  measles  10,  whooping 
cough  2,  and  diarrhoea  8,  a total  of  56,  and  equal  to  a rate  of  3.61  per 
1,000,  an  increase  of  39  in  comparison  with  the  mortality  in  the 
previous  year  from  zymotic  diseases. 

Bespiratory  Diseases. — 54  deaths  were  caused  by  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  a rate  of  3*7  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  19  on  the 
mortality  of  1894  from  these  causes.  Ten  deaths  were  attributed  to 
consumption  of  the  lungs,  against  five  registered  in  the  previous  year. 

Inquests. — Six  deaths  were  due  to  accidental  causes  necessitating 
inquests,  exactly  the  same  number  as  in  1894.  Herewith  are  sub- 
mitted tables  furnished  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  showing  the 
mortality  at  different  ages  and  principal  causes,  also  the  new  cases  of 
infectious  sickness  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer. 

Infectious  Sickness. — The  total  number  of  notifications  received 
during  the  year  amounted  to  347,  against  190  in  1894,  a large  increase 
of  157.  The  notifications  are  made  up  of  : Small  pox  1,  scarlet  fever 
243,  diphtheria  8,  membraneous  croup  8,  typhoid  fever  34,  continued 
fever  9,  puerpural  fever  4,  and  erysipelas  40.  The  continued  preval- 
ence of  scarlet  fever,  brought  about  by  the  want  of  isolation  accommo- 
dation accounts  for  the  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications. 
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Enteric  Fever. — Subjoined  is  a Table  giving  a brief  sketch  of  the 
cases : — 


Number. 

Date  of 
Notifica- 
tion. 

Locality. 

Traceable 
or  not  to 
previously 
existing 
case. 

Insanitary 

conditions 

observed. 

Pesult. 

, 

1 

Jan. 15 

Autumn  Street  . . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

2 

Feb.  2 

Lee  Lane 

No 

None  (after  con- 
finement) 

Death 

3 

„ 8 

Alexandra  Poad.. 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

4 

Mar.  9 

Wright  Street  . . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

5 

„ 13 

Dale  Street 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

6 

July  1 

The  Ferns 

No 

None  (mild  case) 

Pecovery 

7 

,,  14 

Travis  Street 

No 

None 

Dead 

8 

,,  18 

4,  Silverwell  St.  . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

9 

,,  31 

Penn  Street 

No 

Premises  dirty 

Pecovery 

10 

Aug.  1 

Montcliff 

No 

Damp  house 

Pecovery 

11 

„ 7 

Scholes  Bank  . . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

12 

„ 12 

Pawlinson  Street 

No 

Butcher’s  offal 
deposited  in 
midden 

Death 
(after  a 
previous 
long 
illness). 

13 

„ 20 

Autumn  Street  . . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

14 

Sep.  25 

Barlow  Street  . . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

15 

Oct.  1 

Captain  Street  . . 

No 

Filthy  back  yard 

Pecovery 

16 

„ 2 

Lee  Lane 

No 

Overcrowding 

Pecovery 

17 

,,  8 

Brownlow  Load.. 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

18 

„ 8 

11,  Fairbairn  St... 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

19 

„ 25 

Chorley  New  Pd. 

No 

None 

Pecovery 
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Number. 

Date  of 
Notifica- 
tion. 

Locality. 

Traceable 
or  not  to 
previously 
existing 
case. 

Insanitary 

conditions 

observed. 

Pesult. 

20 

Oct.  25 

New  Brunswick 
Street 

Came  into 
District 
with 

disease  on 
her. 

None 

Dead 

21 

Nov.  20 

Autumn  Street  . . 

No 

Filthy  pond  at 
back. 

Pecovery 

22 

„ 27 

15,  Fairbairn  St. 

No 

None 

Dead 

23 

„ 28 

Autumn  Street  . . 

Yes  (No 
21). 

Same  conditions 
as  21. 

Dead 

24 

Dec.  6 

Scholes  Bank  . . 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

25 

„ 7 

Fox  Holes 

No 

Drainage  defects 

Dead 

26 

Lee  Lane 

Yes 

Dirty  back  yard 
(fowls). 

Pecovery 

27 

ii  8 

108,  Lee  Lane  . . 

Yes 

Overcrowding 

Dead 

28 

,,  8 

108,  Lee  Lane  . . 

Yes 

Overcrowding 

Pecovery 

29 

>>  Id 

Autumn  Street  . . 

Yes 

Same  as  26 

Death 

30 

„ 16 

Moor  Platt  Gate 
House 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

31 

„ 24 

Ivy  Farm 

No 

None 

Dead 

32 

„ 26 

Bamsbottom  Hoad 

No 

None 

Pecovery 

33 

„ 31 

Lee  Lane 

No 

Damp  house 

Pecovery 

34 

Aug.  7 

Back  Wood  Street 

No 

Drainage  defects 

Dead 

This  fever  never  assumed  the  proportions  of  an  epidemic,  nor  could 
any  cases  he  traced  to  contamination  of  milk  or  water  supply.  As 
usual  in  some  of  the  cases  dirty  yards  and  surroundings  coupled  with 
dampness  were  the  insanity  conditions  observed,  it  is  significant  that 
in  the  month  of  December  (when  a large  number  of  cases  were  notified) 
cerebro-spinal  fever  was  very  prevalent  in  the  district.  Disinfection 
and  other  precautions  were  used,  and  insanitary  defects  remedied  as  far 
as  possible. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  prevailed  extensively  throughout  the 
year  243  cases  were  notified  with  20  deaths.  The  authority  not  having 
hospital  accommodation,  none  of  the  means  available  have  had  any 
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effect  in  checking  the  spread  of  the  complaint,  it  is  quite  evident  that 
we  cannot  hope  to  check  it  except  by  efficient  isolation,  and  that  cannot 
be  obtained  in  small  cottages.  The  closing  of  the  schools  had  no  effect 
on  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria. — 8 cases  notified  with  one  death. 

Erysipelas. — 40  cases  notified,  the  chief  causes  being  exposure  to 
wet  and  cold.  Many  of  the  cases  occurred  in  people  who  had  been 
injured,  over  which  the  sanitary  authority  has  no  control.  I cannot 
see  any  advantage  in  this  being  a notifiable  disease. 

Puerpural  Fever. — Four  cases  notified  without  fatal  results. 

Membraneous  Croup. — Eight  cases  notified  with  4 deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — Two  deaths  from  this  disorder.  There  was  no 
extensive  epidemic  during  the  year. 

Measles  prevailed  in  the  spring  and  early  summer,  10  deaths  were 
recorded. 

Diarrhcea. — Eight  deaths  registered.  This  disease  was  not  so 
prevalent  in  the  summer  and  autumn  as  we  generally  have  it. 

Small  Pox. — Only  one  case  notified,  this  was  promptly  removed  to 
the  hospital,  and  recovered.  This  is  a telling  instance  of  the  value  of 
complete  isolation  at  the  commencement  of  an  epidemic.  Our  hospital 
proved  of  considerable  assistance  to  a neighbouring  sanitary  authority, 
by  prompt  isolation  of  a case  they  were  enabled  to  check  in  the  early 
stage  what  might  have  proved  a formidable  epidemic  of  a much 
dreaded  disease. 

Inspections,  &c. — Pegular  and  special  inspections  of  the  district 
were  conducted,  and  four  special  reports  made.  About  320  visits  were 
made  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

SANITABY  INSPECTOB’S  DEPABTMENT. 

Overcrowding. — Only  one  case  required  attention. 

Drainage. — 22  gullies  fixed  and  slop-stone  pipes  disconnected. 

Sewage  Disposal. — Sewage  treated  with  ferrozone  and  filtered 
polarite  filters,  new  filters  are  in  course  of  construction. 

Disinfection. — Clothing  and  bedding,  &c.,  from  small  pox  and  other 
cases  disinfected  by  steam. 

New  Buildings,  &c. — 38  dwelling  houses  built  with  waste  water 
closets  and  ventilated,  6 houses  built  with  pail  closets,  2 publichouses 
re-built  with  all  sanitary  improvements.  Other  important  buildings — 
one  chapel,  one  school,  one  hospital,  and  one  gymnasium. 

Scavenging. — 7,212  ashpits  emptied  and  taken  to  Bed  Moss  Farm. 
486  pails  and  ash  tubs  were  cleared  weekly.  36  privies  were  altered 
into  water  or  waste  water  closets. 

Lodging-Houses. — 4 lodging-houses  (registered)  visited  84  times, 
with  6 night  visits.  One  house  closed  until  thoroughly  cleansed  and 
refurnished. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  now  six  in  the  district.  They  were  visited 
103  times,  and  considered  satisfactory. 
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Slaughter-Houses. — These  were  visited  72  times. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops. — 88  inspections,  1 farm 
house  and  1 milk  shop  stopped  from  selling  milk  through  cases  of 
fever  on  the  premises. 

Unwholesome  Food. — Two  lots  of  fish  and  one  lot  of  veal  destroyed 
as  being  unfit  for  the  food  of  man. 

Nuisances. — 128  notices  served.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  one 
case  ; a conviction  being  obtained.  One  smoke  nuisance  remedied  by 
raising  bakehouse  chimney. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  that  recorded  for 
the  year  1894,  the  great  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  with  20  deaths,  and 
the  increased  rate  from  respiratory  diseases  have  all  tended  to  raise  the 
mortality. 

Efforts  are  being  now  made  to  bring  about  the  construction  of  an 
isolation  hospital,  which  I hope  to  be  able  to  record  as  an  established 
institution  in  the  district  before  my  next  annual  report  is  furnished. 

The  water  supply  is  receiving  attention,  with  a view  to  avoid  a 
scarcity ; several  schemes  have  been  discussed  but  none  definitely 
adopted. 

The  conversion  of  the  old  privies  into  waste  water  and  water  closets 
is  not  yet  accomplished,  but  it  has  been  decided  that  all  new  property 
should  adopt  these  sanitary  conveniences. 

An  attempt  to  establish  public  baths  and  wash-houses  did  not 
receive  that  amount  of  favour  which  it  deserved.  The  notification  of 
infectious  diseases  has  been  a heavy  charge  on  the  Council  during  the 
year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  establishment  of  an  isolation  hospital 
will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  amount  of  these  affections,  and 
also  the  death  rate  from  these  disorders. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEOEGE  H.  WHITAKEK, 

Horwich,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February  3rd,  1896. 


